Mark Part 26 - “Stay Awake” (10-19-25)

Main Text: Mark chapter 13 (parallels: Matthew chapters 24-25, Luke chapter 21)

Introduction: Leaving the Temple - “Olivet Discourse”

Mark 13:1-4 (ESV)

[1] And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones
and what wonderful buildings!” [2] And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not
be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” [3] And as he sat on the Mount of Olives
opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, [4] “Tell us, when will these
things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?”

Note: What comes next is a private conversation with Jesus’ “small group”
From Transfiguration Sermon (Part 17 - August) - Invitation to Intimacy . . .
- Mark 5:37 - Jarius’ daughter healed
- Mark 9:2 - Jesus transfigured
- Mark 13:3 - Jesus on the Mount of Olives - signs of the end of the age (Andrew included)

- Mark 14:33 - Jesus praying in Gethsemane (asks them to watch & pray) / Sleepy here too (Luke 9:32)
What Follows is known as the Olivet Discourse (and it covers a lot of ground!)

*Note - Other Key Passages: (Matt 24, Luke 21, Revelation 6, 2 Thessalonians 2)

Our Focus: Jesus’ Specific Warnings in Mark 13

Mark 13:5-6 (ESV)
[5] And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. [6] Many will come in my name,
saying, ‘l am he!” and they will lead many astray.

Warning 1: See no one leads you astray (5-6)

Astray (Deceive) - to lead astray, cause to wander, mislead

Mark 13:7-13 (ESV)

[7] And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is
not yet. [8] For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in
various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains. [9] “But be on your guard.
For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before
governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them. [10] And the gospel must first be proclaimed
to all nations. [11] And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what
you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. [12]
And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents
and have them put to death. [13] And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to
the end will be saved.

Warning 2: Do not be alarmed (7), but Endure (13)
Used exclusively in end times warnings about the “antichrist” (Matt 24, Mark 13, and 2 Thess. 2:2)

*Instead of being Alarmed, We need to Endure!



Mark 13:14 (ESV)
“But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be (let the reader
understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

Warning 3: Let the reader understand (14)

Daniel 9, 11, and 12 predicts, then about 150 years before Jesus - Antiochus Epiphanes
Maccabean Revolt - He punishes the Jews, sacrifices a pig on the altar
Jesus is using Daniel’s phrase very intentionally - that thing you have seen before, you will see again!

Mark 13:14-23 (ESV)

[14] “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be (let the reader
understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. [15] Let the one who is on the housetop
not go down, nor enter his house, to take anything out, [16] and let the one who is in the field not turn back to
take his cloak. [17] And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days!
[18] Pray that it may not happen in winter. [19] For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been
from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, and never will be. [20] And if the Lord had not
cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he
shortened the days. [21] And then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do
not believe it. [22] For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to lead
astray, if possible, the elect. [23] But be on guard; | have told you all things beforehand.

Warning 4: Be on guard (23) - This is the language of looking intently, paying attention.
Know the Word, pay attention to your own heart, and don’t fall for “false christs or false prophets”
*The Elect - used throughout NT (means “Chosen”) used in several contexts of both Jew and Gentile

Mark 13:24-32 (ESV)

[24] “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, [25]
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. [26] And then they will
see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. [27] And then he will send out the angels
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. [28] “From the fig
tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is
near. [29] So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. [30]
Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. [31] Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. [32] “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows,
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

Warning 5: Learn the lesson of the fig tree (28) - Pay attention to the times and be assured of Jesus words!

*Generation (30) - can be those alive right now, or a group of people (race), or an “age” of time

Mark 13:33-37 (ESV)

[33] Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. [34] It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to stay awake. [35] Therefore stay awake —for you do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— [36] lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. [37] And what | say to you | say to all: Stay awake.”

Warning 6: Stay Awake (33, 35, 37) - No one knows the hour or day (we can know the signs of the season)
Stay Awake - watchful, attentive, vigilant *VS 33 “Keep Awake” actually says: Watch and Pray

(36) Stay Awake - lest he find you asleep (metaphorically to sloth or sin)

Conclusion: The end is coming, and things gets really bad, but don’t be discouraged, distracted, drawn
away, and don’t check out. Trust, watch, pray, and endure to the end, because He will return for his people!



