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“1st John Part 15 - No Fear” (8-4-24)


Living in the Light


Today (Main Text: 1st John 4:17-21) 
1 John 4:17-21 (ESV) 
(17) By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he 
is so also are we in this world. (18) There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. (19) We love because he first loved us. 
(20) If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom 
he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. (21) And this commandment we have from him: 
whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

Let’s explore these verses . . .  

1) The Torment of Fear 

1 John 4:18 (ESV) 
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not been perfected in love.


Note: Fear - People, Circumstances, The unknown/uncertain, Our own ability to navigate life, God (as 
punisher/judge) 

	 Examples of Fear at work


*Fear itself is torment  

 
1 John 4:17 (ESV) 
By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is 
so also are we in this world. 

2) The Power of Love 

1 John 4:19 (ESV) 
We love because he first loved us.


Note: first - foremost, chiefly, primary


	 As Jesus is sending out the 12 in pairs to share the kingdom . . . 


Matthew 10:28-33 (ESV) 
(28) And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. (29) Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father. (30) But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. (31) Fear not, therefore; you are 
of more value than many sparrows. (32) So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, (33) but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny 
before my Father who is in heaven. 
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1 John 4:20-21 (ESV) 
(20) If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom 
he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. (21) And this commandment we have from him: 
whoever loves God must also love his brother.


Note: This is a call back to vs. 17 - "as He is, so also are we in the world”


	 As Jesus is sharing about what you do with your life in light of the end that is to come . . . 


Matthew 25:24-30 (ESV) 
(24) He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, (25) so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ (26) But his master answered him, ‘You 
wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no 
seed? (27) Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have 
received what was my own with interest. (28) So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten 
talents. (29) For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one 
who has not, even what he has will be taken away. (30) And cast the worthless servant into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’


Note: How did he see his master? Hard - severe, stern, harsh (vs. 24) 


	 The result of how he saw His master . . .  “I was afraid and hid your talent in the ground” 


Application: Fear separates us from God, and from what He has given us!


Fear - Fearing the punishment of God (misses the love of God), Fear of the Lord (sees Him as He is) 


• Fear is a miser, a thief, and an isolator 


• Love is generous, abounds, and connects us 


Key Point - Perfect Love (the Law of Jesus) casts out Fear!  

Conclusion/Application: Bound by fear or wrapped up in Love? Which will it be? 



