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“1st John Part 8 - The Power of Practice” (6-9-24)


Living in the Light


Review: Jake - Anti-Christ / False Teachers, Mark - The way we see the world and scripture (Reason, 
Feelings, or Revealed Truth?) 

Today (Main Text: 1st John 3:4-11) 
1 John 3:4-11 (ESV) 
(4) Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. (5) You know 
that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. (6) No one who abides in him keeps on 
sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. (7) Little children, let no one deceive 
you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. (8) Whoever makes a practice of 
sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the works of the devil. (9) No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. (10) By this it is evident who 
are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not 
of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. (11) For this is the message that you have heard from 
the beginning, that we should love one another. 

	 Let’s explore these verses . . .  

1 John 3:4 (ESV) 
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.


Note: Let’s define a couple keywords here - practice, lawlessness


• Practice - poieo (G4160): 596x in NT (verb) (Word Study): To do, expressing an action as continued or not 
yet completed, what one does repeatedly, habitually, to practice. 

• Lawlessness - anomia (G458): 17x noun (Thayer): the condition of being without law due to ignorance or 
willful violation. Can also mean contempt & violation of the law, often translated as iniquity or wickedness 

Jesus speaking about lawlessness:  

• Sermon on the Mount . . .  

Matthew 7:21-23 (ESV) 
(21) “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. (22) On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ (23) And then will I 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’


• Parable of Wheat & Weeds (Matt 13:41) - Weeds are the “lawbreakers” or lawless ones 

• Woe to the Pharisees . . .  

Matthew 23:28 (ESV) 
So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.


• Signs of the end of the age . . .  

Matthew 24:12 (ESV) 
And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.
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1 John 3:5 (ESV) 
You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.


Note: The unique work of Jesus was to break the chains of lawlessness 


Hebrews 10:14-18 (ESV) 
(14) For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. (15) And the Holy 
Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, (16) “This is the covenant that I will make with them after 
those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” (17) then he 
adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” (18) Where there is forgiveness of these, 
there is no longer any offering for sin.


Note: Jesus forgives and brings us into a new way of living . . . 


1 John 3:6 (ESV) 
No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him.


Note: The power of abiding - seeing & knowing (the path to freedom from continuing in sin)


Titus 2:11-14 (ESV) 
(11) For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, (12) training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, (13) 
waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, (14) who 
gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works. 

Note: Through abiding in Jesus (seeing and knowing Him) we learn to live in the “now” and the "not yet” 

1 John 3:7-8 (ESV) 
(7) Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 

(8) Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.


Note: Now John writes about “practicing righteousness” so, let’s define righteousness


	 Righteousness - dikaiosunē (G1343): noun  

• (Word Study): righteousness, is thus conformity to the claims of higher authority and stands in opposition to 
lawlessness. 

• (Thayer): the state of him who is as he ought to be - integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness. Correctness of 
thinking, feeling, and acting.


1 John 3:9 (ESV) 
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on 
sinning, because he has been born of God.


Note: John is bringing us back to how he started this chapter. Let’s read 1 John 3:1 (from last Sunday) . . . 
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1 John 3:1a (ESV) 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.


Note: See what “Kind” of love / Behold what “manner” - means “of what country”


*Consider how different cultures are. We are a part of a new and unique “country” a “peculiar" people


Conclusion . . .   

1 John 3:10-11 (ESV) 
(10) By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. (11) For this is the 
message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.


2 Corinthians 6:14 (ESV) 
Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or 
what fellowship has light with darkness?


