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“1st John Part 5 - The Father’s Love” (5-19-24)


Living in the Light


Review: 


Today (Main Text: 1st John 2:12-17) 
1 John 2:12-17 (ESV) 
(12) I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. (13) I am writing to 
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you 
have overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. (14) I write to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the 
word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. (15) Do not love the world or the things in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (16) For all that is in the world—the 
desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 
(17) And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.


Let’s explore these verses . . .  

1 John 2:12-13a (ESV) 
(12) I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. (13) I am writing to 
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you 
have overcome the evil one.


	 Then John repeats a message to each of these 3 with variation . . . 


1 John 2:13b-14 (ESV) 
(13) . . . I write to you, children, because you know the Father. (14) I write to you, fathers, because you know 
him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God 
abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.


• John is writing (present & past tense) an ongoing encouragement for believers in a lifelong spiritual journey 

• He writes to people in 3 phases of life (spiritual? generational? both?) 

• They all see what’s written to them and the others - there is meant to be a cross-generational connection 

• Who is alive right now? We are in this together! 


This comes right on the heels of John talking about the “blindness” caused by hating our brother . . . 


1 John 2:11 (ESV) 
But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is 
going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

Note: Lot’s of various ways that we can hate our brothers, let’s consider generational hate . . . 


Generational hatred - isolation from, annoyance with, and mocking of different “generations” - causes so 
much blindness to our great detriment. 


John’s Encouragement - We all need to remember . . .  
• Children - our sins are forgiven for His name's sake / know the Father

• Fathers - know Him who is from the beginning (Father/Creator) / (affirmed twice)

• Young Men - have overcome the evil one (2x) / are strong, the Word of God abides in them
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1 John 2:15 (ESV) 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.


Agape - To esteem, value, or love, indicating a direction of the will, and finding one's joy in something or 
someone, to delight in


With reference to God's love - it is God's willful direction toward man. It involves God doing what He knows 
is best for man and not necessarily what man desires.


There is a war of love - we need to recognize this war and be aware of the battlefield . . . 


1 John 2:16 (ESV) 
For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from 
the Father but is from the world.


Note: This is the battle we have been in from the beginning 


The Fall . . .  

Genesis 3:6 (ESV) 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 
who was with her, and he ate.


Note: Notice all 3 at work. Also, notice how our sin always influences others too. And eventually it drives a 
wedge between us and God. 


Jesus’ temptation (Matt 4, Mark 1, Luke 4)

• Flesh - offered bread during a fast

• Eyes - shown all the world has to offer if he’ll just worship satan 

• Pride - offered the opportunity to publicly reveal his power and glory


1 John 2:17 (ESV) 
And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.


Note: True lasting satisfaction, that’s deep and abiding, only comes through the Father. 


In this war of love - we need to access what we have been given so we can walk in victory (from vs. 12-14): 


We have forgiveness, We have the Father, We have the Creator who made the world and therefore 
understands the proper place for everything. We have His Word, His Strength, and His Victory!


Conclusion: We are in a war of love, don’t walk it alone - we have each other and we can help each other 
walk in the light, and we can access all that we need in Him - finding deep, lasting satisfaction. 


