Mark Part 28 - “The Pressing Place” (11-2-25)

Main Text: Mark chapter 14:26-72 (parallels: Matthew chapter 26, Luke chapter 22, John chapter 18)

Introduction: From the Table to the Pressing Place . . .

Mark 14:26 (ESV)
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Note: Probably Psalms 113-118, called the great Hallel (praise), which was always sung at the Passover Meal.

Key Verses from the great Hallel

Psalms 116:3-4 (ESV)
[3] The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; | suffered distress and anguish.
[4] Then | called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, | pray, deliver my soul!”

Psalms 118:21-23, 27 (ESV)

[21] | thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. [22] The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone. [23] This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. . . [27] The
LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns
of the altar!

1) Warning of coming Denial and Falling Away

Mark 14:27-31 (ESV)

[27] And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep
will be scattered.’ [28] But after | am raised up, | will go before you to Galilee.” [29] Peter said to him, “Even
though they all fall away, | will not.” [30] And Jesus said to him, “Truly, | tell you, this very night, before the
rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” [31] But he said emphatically, “If | must die with you, | will
not deny you.” And they all said the same.

Note: Despite Jesus’ warning of their coming denial and falling away by telling them prophecy is being
fulfilled (vs 27 quotes Zechariah); Peter, and all the disciples, insist they won’t “fall away”

Deny - to affirm that one has no acquaintance or connection with someone, to forget one’s self, lose sight of
one’s self and one’s own interests.

Fall Away - (Scandalize), snare, entrap, trip, offended, shocked, pained, since one who stumbles or whose
foot gets entangled feels annoyed, to cause one displeasure at a thing, to make indignant, to be displeased

Example of “Fall Away” (scandalized, offended): Jesus’ parable in Mark 4 (rocky ground) . . .

Mark 4:5-6, 16-17 (ESV)

[5] Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it
had no depth of soil. [6] And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. . .
[16] And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately
receive it with joy. [17] And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away.

Note: Jesus warned thru this parable, that if we have no root, then when it gets hard, we fall away
(Immediately, suddenly) - It might seem sudden, and even shocking when we see it happen, but the lack of
root makes it inevitable.

Consider: Do we speak strong words of commitment, or do we have strong roots in Jesus?




2) Prayer in the Garden

Mark 14:32-34 (ESV)

[32] And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while | pray.” [33] And
he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. [34] And he
said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.”

Note: One more personal, intimate invitation of Jesus to his inner circle to be with him in a crucial moment.
- Gethsemane: Literally - “The pressing place.” This is an oil press; a garden at the base of Mt. Olives.

- John & Luke record that Jesus often went here for prayer (its also why Judas knew to find him there)

Descriptive Words

Greatly Distressed (unique to Mark’s gospel): to be greatly amazed or astonished, from admiration, from
terror, from distress of mind. to throw into terror or amazement, to alarm thoroughly, to terrify.

Troubled: to be depressed or dejected, full of anguish or sorrow, To faint and be overwhelmed with sorrow or
burden of mind, distressed.

Very Sorrowful: Surrounded with grief, intensely sad

Remain here and Watch: Jesus’ invitation to them in a time of great distress, troubled, and sorrow! Watch is
the same as “Stay Awake" Mark 13, when Jesus teaches how to respond in coming times of great trouble

Mark 14:35-36 (ESV)

[35] And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
from him. [36] And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not
what | will, but what you will.”

Note: Jesus asks earnestly and in faith. Yet, he prays a prayer of surrender, mirroring His “model prayer” . . .
“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”

“Abba, Father” - Notice how Jesus addresses God. This is used here, and only 2 other places in the NT.

Used in Galatians & Romans (8:15) - both in reference to us receiving the Spirit of adoption as sons.

Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV)

[4] But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, [5] to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. [6] And because you are
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” [7] So you are no longer a
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Note: Jesus prayed to his Father and received a “no,” so that we could pray as sons and daughters through
the Holy Spirit whom we receive because of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension!

Mark 14:37-42 (ESV)

[37] And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not
watch one hour? [38] Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.” [39] And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. [40] And again he came
and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. [41] And
he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour
has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. [42] Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer
is at hand.”

Note: (38) Watch and Pray, this gives us strength to resist temptation! Strength through Surrender in prayer.



3) Betrayal and Denial of Jesus

Mark 14:43-45 (ESV)

[43] And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a crowd with
swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. [44] Now the betrayer had given them
a sign, saying, “The one | will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.” [45] And when he
came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him.

Note: Jesus is betrayed with a kiss.

Mark 14:46-52 (ESV)

[46] And they laid hands on him and seized him. [47] But one of those who stood by drew his sword and
struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. [48] And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as
against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? [49] Day after day | was with you in the temple
teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” [50] And they all left him and fled. [51]
And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized him, [52] but he
left the linen cloth and ran away naked.

Note: John’s Gospel - Peter was the one who cut the man’s ear / Luke’s Gospel - Jesus healed the ear
Young man is likely John Mark. The other disciples had fled, who was left to record this note, but him?
The Falling Away begins: They all left him and fled. Some still follow at a distance, but none stand with him.

Mark 14:53-65 (ESV)

[53] And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came
together. [54] And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was
sitting with the guards and warming himself at the fire. [55] Now the chief priests and the whole council were
seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. [56] For many bore false witness
against him, but their testimony did not agree. [57] And some stood up and bore false witness against him,
saying, [58] “We heard him say, ‘| will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days | will
build another, not made with hands.”” [59] Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. [60] And the high
priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify
against you?” [61] But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the
Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” [62] And Jesus said, “l am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the
right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” [63] And the high priest tore his garments and
said, “What further witnesses do we need? [64] You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And
they all condemned him as deserving death. [65] And some began to spit on him and to cover his face and to
strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received him with blows.

Note: The very ones who should have known the Messiah, denied, mocked, and condemned him to die.

Mark 14:66-72 (ESV)

[66] And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, [67] and seeing
Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” [68] But he
denied it, saying, “l neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the
rooster crowed. [69] And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one
of them.” [70] But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you
are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” [71] But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do
not know this man of whom you speak.” [72] And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter
remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And
he broke down and wept.

Note: Remember what denial and falling away mean . . .



Consider Peter’s actions in the meaning of these words . . .

Fall Away - (Scandalize), snare, entrap, trip, offended, shocked, pained, since one who stumbles or whose
foot gets entangled feels annoyed, to cause one displeasure at a thing, to make indignant, to be displeased

Deny - to affirm that one has no acquaintance or connection with someone, to forget one’s self, lose sight of
one’s self and one’s own interests.

Conclusion: Today’s passage is tough - unanswered prayer, a great falling away and abandonment of Jesus,
His arrest - betrayed with a kiss, and a gut wrenching denial - “I never even knew Him.”

In the heartbreak of all of this, may we see just a bit more clearly the great love of God. . .

Romans 5:6-8 (ESV)

[6] For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. [7] For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— [8] but God shows his
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Note: Today’s sermon is only about us in the sense that it’s about what God has done for us that we could
never do for ourselves, could never earn for ourselves, and could never deserve in and of ourselves.

1 John 3:1a (ESV)
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.



