
1
“1st John Part 13 - The Kingdom of Love” (7-21-24)


Living in the Light


Today (Main Text: 1st John 4:7-12) 
1 John 4:7-12 (ESV) 
(7) Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God. (8) Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. (9) In this the love of 
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
him. (10) In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. (11) Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (12) No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.


Introduction: Last week - test the spirits & live aligned with the Spirit of Truth - now John immediately moves 
into a reflection on God's Love. Because in God’s Kingdom, there is no divide between love & truth. 


	 Let’s explore these verses . . .  

1 John 4:7-8 (ESV) 
(7) Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God. (8) Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.


Note: Let us Love one another (John gives us the Why & How) - New Birth - Knowing God - Love from God. 	 	
	 Whoever Loves has been - “Born of God”

Born Again - Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night seeking answers (the whole story is John 3:1-21)


John 3:3-6 (ESV) 
(3) Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” (4) Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother's womb and be born?” (5) Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. (6) That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit.


Note: You must be born again! 

Vs 3 - “again” - above, the top or beginning (here could easily be translated back to the beginning, which 
Nicodemus takes as the mother’s womb, but we originate from a much higher place. We are from God and we 
need to be re-born into our original state, connected to the God who made us. 


Vs 3 - “see” the Kingdom (“see” means: to see with perception, to know) 


Vs. 5 - “enter into” the Kingdom (means: exactly what it sounds like)  


Vs. 5-6 - Born of Water & Spirit  
• From your mother 

• Water Baptism (repentance - death & new birth) 

• Spirit Baptism (filled with the presence of God) 


1 John 4:9 (ESV) 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him.


Note: Being “born again” is about living in the Kingdom (seeing & entering). Jesus was manifest for this 
reason. 
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Manifest - (Mounce): to bring to light, display, to show, to declare, make known, to disclose, to reveal


From Part 1 - Manifest - We have heard, seen, and touched (from 1 John 1:1-2)

• Heard - to hear, to attend to, consider what is or has been said, to understand

• Seen - to see with the eyes, to see with the mind, to perceive, know, acquainted with by experience

• Looked upon - to behold, look upon, view attentively, contemplate, to learn by looking, to perceive

• Touched - to feel, handle; to feel or grope for or after, as persons in the dark 


This life in Jesus is about becoming familiar and acquainted with the love of God as we Hear, See, Ponder, 
and Experience Him!


1 John 4:10 (ESV) 
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.


Note: In this is love - Jesus is the atoning sacrifice, the sin offering on our behalf. 

• Therefore, God’s love is a self-giving self-sacrificing love. 

• We do not generate love, we receive it and respond to it. Any love we have only comes from God. 

• Now, when we are born from above, we are born into this love. 

• Living in the Kingdom of Love will cause it to grow in us and be displayed through us! (see next verse) . . . 


1 John 4:11 (ESV) 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.


Note: “So” means: in this manner or in this way. We are to love like this: self-giving, self-sacrificing 


Don’t wait to be loved in order to love - you have already been loved & are continually being loved. We love 
because He loved. Now we may very well receive love through others, that is a vehicle for the love of God, but 
we don’t love others to get love from them, and we don’t love others only in response to their 1st love. 


God is the 1st love and our response in love for Him or Others is only just that - a response back to God. 


When we love what God created we are loving Him. 


Example: When people love and take care of my kids, they are loving me. (M&A with friends at the lake) 


1 John 4:12 (ESV) 
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.


Note: Perfected - (meaning) complete, mature. To complete, make perfect by reaching the intended goal. 


	 *From Part 3 of this series . .  . Jesus is our Commander (this is how love is perfected in us)


1 John 2:4-5a (ESV) 
(4) Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, (5) 
but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected.


Note: The Lord is working love into us as we yield to him. 


Conclusion: The Kingdom of Love is about following & obeying the King of Love!


