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“1st John Part 13 - Of His Spirit” (7-28-24)


Living in the Light


Today (Main Text: 1st John 4:13-17) 
1 John 4:13-17 (ESV) 
(13) By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. (14) And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. (15) Whoever confesses 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. (16) So we have come to know and to 
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him. (17) By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, 
because as he is so also are we in this world. 

Let’s explore these verses . . .  

1) The Confidence of His Spirit  

1 John 4:13 (ESV) 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.


Note: With the confidence of the Spirit, we can know that we abide in Him! 


Jesus had a powerful (abiding) connection with the Father and the disciples wanted to know the secret . . . 


	 *Luke 11:1-13 (The Lord’s Prayer, Ask-Seek-Knock, the Father’s gift - the Holy Spirit)


	 “Lord teach us to pray” - Jesus’ Disciples (They are asking how to connect with God) 


Luke 11:9-10 (ESV) 
(9) And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

(10) For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened.


Luke 11:13 (ESV) 
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”


App: Seek God, and have the confidence and expectation that He is present with you.


2) The Voice of His Spirit  

1 John 4:14-15 (ESV) 
(14) And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 

(15) Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.


Note: The voice of the Spirit enables the confession of faith and gives voice to the language of relationship


Galatians 4:3-7 (ESV) 
(3) In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.

(4) But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, (5) to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. (6) And because you are 
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” (7) So you are no longer a 
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.


App: The Spirit of God - the voice of adoption. I’m in God’s family, and this voice of truth enables me to 
embrace everything available to me in Christ and to reject the lies that enslave!  
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3) The Love of His Spirit  

1 John 4:16 (ESV) 
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in him.


Note: The love of the Spirit - The Spirit helps us to “know” and “believe” the love God has for us.


	 Believe - This is the verb form of Faith - also translated Trust (NLT), Rely (NIV) 

Romans 5:1-5 (ESV) 
(1) Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

(2) Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. (3) Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, (4) and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, (5) and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given 
to us.


App: The Lord will use all the various circumstances we walk through to pour His love into our hearts, so that 
we may know & believe (rely upon) His great love for us! 


Conclusion: There is a resiliency that God is producing in us that is rooted in the gift of His Spirit that brings 
confidence as we hear His voice speaking the truth about who Jesus is and who we are in Him. And through 
all the various circumstances of this life, we can rely upon the work that the love of God is doing in our hearts 
as we abide in Him. 


1 John 4:17 (ESV) 
By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is 
so also are we in this world.



