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I. Review: Last week fear and love, this week continue with the theme of love looking at 1 
John 5:1-5

A. NIV Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone 

who loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love 
the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this 
is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 
4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has 
overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only 
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

B. The message version Every person who believes that Jesus is, in fact, the 
Messiah, is God-born. If we love the One who conceives the child, we’ll surely love 
the child who was conceived. The reality test on whether or not we love God’s 
children is this: Do we love God? Do we keep his commands? The proof that we 
love God comes when we keep his commandments and they are not at all 
troublesome. 4-5 Every God-born person conquers the world’s ways. The 
conquering power that brings the world to its knees is our faith. The person who 
wins out over the world’s ways is simply the one who believes Jesus is the Son of 
God. 

C. Cyclical writing: John’s heart is that his audience reflects God’s love back to him and 
out into the world.


D. Simplify the verses

1. Loving fellow believers

2. What were the commands that Jesus gave


a) Matthew 22:34-40 34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the 
Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him 
with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?”37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’[d] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” 

b) John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. John 13:34 ESV

(1) Skip Moen says: One another – The Greek word allelous is translated “one 

another.” It comes from the root allos, a word that means “different.” Yeshua 
wasn’t speaking Greek to these disciples but the translation of his Hebrew 
into Greek produces an important insight. The uniqueness of those who 
follow the Messiah is seen in their love for the one who is different.


c) John 15:12&17 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

d)  Who were Jesus’ neighbors how can I learn from them

(1) Disclaimer

(2) Acceptance does not equal love




II. Difficulty personalities: Peter

A. Renames from Simon to Peter—— calls him Satan three verses later

B. Matthew 17: walks on water

C. Matthew 26: cuts off the soldiers ear

D. Denies Jesus

E. What is our impression of Peter? Why?

F. How does this apply to us?


III. Political opposition: Matthew

A. Was Matthew an outcast or an outsider?

B. Olympics

C. Jesus revolution 

D. What is the real idol here


1. 1 John 2:16 For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving 
for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These 
are not from the Father, but are from this world.


IV. Morally broken

A. Matthew 7:3-5 says And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye[a] when you 

have a log in your own? 4 How can you think of saying to your friend,[b] ‘Let me 
help you get rid of that speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your 
own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see 
well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.  
1. Damaging others by trying to remove their speck while we still have the log


V. Final verses: 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God. The New Living Translation says it this way 4 For every child 
of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith. 5 And 
who can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God 

VI. Conclusion 

A. Divisiveness of the enemy

B. Recognizing it in our own lives

C. Luke 6:32-34, 35, 37-38 says “If you love only those who love you, why should you 

get credit for that? Even sinners love those who love them! 33 And if you do good 
only to those who do good to you, why should you get credit? Even sinners do 
that much! Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting 
to be repaid. Then your reward from heaven will be very great, and you will truly be 
acting as children of the Most High, for he is kind to those who are unthankful and 
wicked. 37 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn 
others, or it will all come back against you. Forgive others, and you will be 
forgiven. 38 Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed 
down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your 
lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.[c]” 

D. Our faith will never seem genuine to a broken world, if we aren’t willing to admit that we 
are also broken people who have been rescued, but are always in progress. We love 
because he first loved us, so let’s choose to love like he loved. 


