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Mark Part 19 - “Who’s the Greatest?” (8-31-25)


Main Text: Mark 9:30-50 (parallels: Matthew 17:22-18:9, Luke 9:43-50)


Mark 9:30-50 (ESV) 
[30] They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, [31] for he 
was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, 
and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” [32] But they did not understand the 
saying, and were afraid to ask him. [33] And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” [34] But they kept silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another about who was the greatest. [35] And he sat down and called the twelve. And he 
said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” [36] And he took a child and 
put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, [37] “Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” [38] John 
said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because 
he was not following us.” [39] But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my 
name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. [40] For the one who is not against us is for us. [41] For 
truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means 
lose his reward. [42] “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 
him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. [43] And if your hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the 
unquenchable fire. [45] And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than 
with two feet to be thrown into hell. [47] And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, [48] ‘where their worm does 
not die and the fire is not quenched.’ [49] For everyone will be salted with fire. [50] Salt is good, but if the salt 
has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 
another.”


Let’s explore today’s Passage . . . 

1) Jesus predicts his Death 

Mark 9:30-32 (ESV) 
[30] They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, [31] for he 
was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, 
and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” [32] But they did not understand the 
saying, and were afraid to ask him.


Note: 2nd time recently (3rd time is coming soon) that Jesus has talked of his coming death and resurrection. 


2) Arguments about the greatest 

Mark 9:33-34 (ESV) 
[33] And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you 
discussing on the way?” [34] But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who 
was the greatest. 


Note: Instead of asking him about his coming death, they discuss their own power and place. 


• Context - Transfiguration including 3 of them with Jesus, and then a demon that other 9 couldn’t cast out. 


Mark 9:35 (ESV) 
And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all 
and servant of all.”


Note: Jesus points them towards servanthood and sacrifice, not power and prestige 
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3) Receiving a child 

Mark 9:36-37 (ESV) 
[36] And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, [37] 
“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but 
him who sent me.”


Note: Embrace and Receive one such child.


Receives: To receive, admit, accept. To receive kindly, welcome as a friend, or guest into the house.


We try to achieve “greatness” by being embraced by those we admire and who can benefit us, either socially, 
in business, or increase our influence. We often receive this sort of person. 


Application: Instead of caring for yourself or fighting for your place; care for those who you can’t benefit from


4) Those not against us are for us 

Mark 9:38-41 (ESV) 
[38] John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 
because he was not following us.” [39] But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work 
in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. [40] For the one who is not against us is for us. 
[41] For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no 
means lose his reward.


Note: They saw someone who wasn’t “with them” or more specifically “following” them. 


We often fight for greatness through competing, comparing, or controlling. Power can look like winning, or 
feeling better about ourselves in comparison to another. We may not think of ourselves as caring about having 
power, but we sure do like to be in control. 


Application: Don’t get caught up in competing against each other or trying to control one another


5) Warnings regarding dealing with temptation and sin  

Mark 9:42-50 (ESV) 
[42] “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great 
millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. [43] And if your hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. [45] And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to 
be thrown into hell. [47] And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom 
of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, [48] ‘where their worm does not die and the fire 
is not quenched.’ [49] For everyone will be salted with fire. [50] Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its 
saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”


Note: Jesus is saying that while you are worried about Power and Prestige, instead you should be worried 
about Dealing with Sin, and it’s effect on you and others. *Note: 44 and 46 missing but repeat in 48 (ESV). 


Application: Jesus is not soft on sin, He knows that it destroys. So, let’s deal with it accordingly . . .  
• Be careful of how you use your influence - it can destroy others. 

• Take your own struggle with sin and temptation seriously - it will destroy you. 

• Retain your saltiness - Salt is for preservation and flavoring. It will preserve our lives, and if we are truly 

being saved, it will be appealing to others who need His Kingdom too! 
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	 Jesus’ closing line - “be at peace with one another”


Conclusion: This should all sound familiar to his disciples. Because now, after 3 years of following Jesus, He 
is bringing them back to the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew chapters 5-7). Jesus is reminding them of what 
His Kingdom is all about and He is challenging them to pay attention to what really matters. 


So, what is Jesus saying?

Greatness is the hidden and unseen way of sacrifice and sanctification, not grasping for power and prestige. 

Greatness looks a lot more like purity than power. 

Romans 12:1-3 (ESV) 
[1] I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. [2] Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. [3] For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 
of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned.


The Question is: Are you letting this get into you, and refine your way of thinking and living?



