“Mark Part 2 - The Good News” (2-16-25)
1) Jesus starts ministry
Mark 1:14-15 (ESV)
[14] Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, [15] and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

Note: The time has come, God’s Kingdom is drawing near (or has come near) - This demands a response . . .

- Repent and Believe (faith/trust) in the good news! This is reorienting your life around God’s Rule!

« God'’s Kingdom (His Rule or authority - through His presence and power) - Jesus says this is good news!

2) Jesus calls his first disciples

Mark 1:16-20 (ESV)

[16] Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into
the sea, for they were fishermen. [17] And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you become
fishers of men.” [18] And immediately they left their nets and followed him. [19] And going on a little farther, he
saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. [20] And
immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed
him.

Note: Jesus begins his mission of calling people to reorient their lives to the gospel by calling disciples.

This is radically significant - This is how we learn to re-orient our lives around God’s rule and enjoy the
benefits of the good news!

It’s also the method of how the good news is shared - the presence and power of God changing lives is really
good news!

Discipleship: Follow, Change, Mission (All 3 are present in the life of a disciple) . . .

« Follow - It literally means to come behind. Jesus is now the leader. He’s in charge, and | go with Him.

- Change - “| will make you become” - He is changing us. This is how the gospel takes root and grows
+ Mission - “Fishers of Men” - We are carriers of this Kingdom; we go fishing with Jesus!

Christianity without Discipleship (as defined by Jesus):

« No Follow (Just Change & Mission) — Highly Religious, not rooted in personal relationship.
- The result: | will be driven & will drive others, too. It’s highly external and works based.

- No Change (Just Follow & Mission) — Seeker or Social Justice gospels

- The result: This is not the real Jesus; He transforms us. We need to be changed, not just
“loved” as we are. We need real love that grows and transforms us!

« No Mission (Just Follow & Change) - Isolationist gospel, just me in my “church” bubble.

- The result: Short-sighted spirituality. Lazy & Obese Christians, full of the Word, but not exercising
it out in the world. We don’t share The Good News, so it doesn’t spread.

Conclusion: Jesus’ message is the Good News that the Kingdom of God is available to us. Jesus’ method is
to make disciples so that God’s Kingdom grows in us and is shared to the world through us.



