“1st John Part 18 - Just Pray” (8-25-24)
Living in the Light

Today (Main Text: 1st John 5:13-18)

1 John 5:13-18 (ESV)

[13] I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have
eternal life. [14] And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his
will he hears us. [15] And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests
that we have asked of him. [16] If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask,
and God will give him life—to those who commit sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that leads to
death; | do not say that one should pray for that. [17] All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead
to death. [18] We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was
born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.

Let’s explore these verses . ..
Prayer - If we are in Jesus, then we are secure, and can pray boldly in His name . ..

1 John 5:13 (ESV)
| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have
eternal life.

Hebrews 4:14-16 (ESV)

[14] Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let
us hold fast our confession. [15] For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. [16] Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.

Prayer - Bring our requests to Him with confidence ...

1 John 5:14-15 (ESV)

[14] And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears
us. [15] And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have
asked of him.

Note: Bring our requests in confidence . . . Because we can trust Him! 2 examples . ..
Jesus’ prayer before the cross . . .

Luke 22:42-44 (ESV)

[42] saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be
done.” [43] And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. [44] And being in agony he
prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

Paul’s prayer for deliverance . . .

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (ESV)

[7] So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. [8]
Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. [9] But he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. [10] For the sake of Christ, then, | am content
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak, then | am strong.



So what’s the secret to bringing requests in confidence and praying according to His will?

John 15:7-8 (ESV)
[7] If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. [8] By
this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.

Note: Abide in Him (relationship), Get the Word in you (acquired truth is vital), a fruitful life is the goal

Prayer for our brothers/sisters who are sinning ...

1 John 5:16-18 (ESV)

[16] If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and God will give him life—
to those who commit sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that leads to death; | do not say that one
should pray for that. [17] All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death. [18] We know that
everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

Note: The sin leading to death - some possibilities: Anti-Christs mentioned already in chapter 2 (false
brothers / false teachers). Also, those who will not deal with sin - hardened hearts

“Whatever our position, we must always remember this: the answer to sin is repentance and confession. As
long as we are living, there is still hope; there is assurance of forgiveness and cleansing if we will only repent
and confess.” - POSB

When we struggle - Pray for each other! Do we have a church culture of judgment or a culture of prayer?
Forgiveness & Deliverance

Matthew 6:12-15 (ESV)

[12] and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. [13] And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. [14] For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you,
[15] but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Examination & Discipline

1 Corinthians 11:28-32 (ESV)

[28] Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. [29] For anyone who
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. [30] That is why many of
you are weak and ill, and some have died. [31] But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. [32]
But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the
world.

Judging or Helping

Matthew 7:1-5 (ESV)

[1] “Judge not, that you be not judged. [2] For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with
the measure you use it will be measured to you. [3] Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye,
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? [4] Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the
speck out of your eye,” when there is the log in your own eye? [5] You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.

Conclusion/Application: We are secure in Christ, so let’s seek Him boldly in prayer, and lift one another up
when we struggle.



