“Kingdom Politics” (9-22-24)
Introduction: It’s the first day of Autumn, marking everyone’s favorite time of year - Election Season!
How do we as Christians approach politics?
1) Jesus’ Kingdom First (Primary)

Our Lives (including our politics) should first, foremost, and always be about Jesus’ Kingdom!

Matthew 4:17 (ESV)
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Dallas Willard (The Divine Conspiracy) - describes Jesus’ message this way:
“The rule of God is now accessible to everyone. Review your plans for living and base your life on this
remarkable new opportunity”

Note: Whatever platform or influence we have (both small & great), we should use it with this same mindset.

Matthew 4:17-20 (ESV)

[17] From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” [18] While
walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. [19] And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you
fishers of men.” [20] Immediately they left their nets and followed him.

Note: Have you dropped everything to follow him? Are you in a true Master / Apprentice relationship?

Matthew 6:33-34 (ESV)

[33] But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. [34]
“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is
its own trouble.

Note: In the midst of addressing worry and anxiety about everyday life, Jesus gives us direction. Trust His
Kingship, and seek His leadership and direction, be present with him today.

2) Prayer and Action

Paul - writing to the Colossians while a “political” prisoner in Rome

Opens the letter communicating His encouragement and prayer for these faithful saints . . .

Colossians 1:9-14 (ESV)

[9] And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, [10] so as to walk in a manner worthy of the
Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; [11]
being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy;
[12] giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. [13] He
has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, [14] in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Note: Steadfast Prayer for them - wisdom, understanding, faithful living, and a reminder of their eternal
inheritance in the Kingdom they now belong to!



Now as Paul closes the letter he gives his final instructions . . .

Colossians 4:2-6 (ESV)

[2] Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. [3] At the same time, pray also for us,
that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which | am in
prison— [4] that | may make it clear, which is how | ought to speak. [5] Walk in wisdom toward outsiders,
making the best use of the time. [6] Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how you ought to answer each person.

« Pray regularly (watchful and thankful)
« Speak the gospel clearly

« Consider outsiders - use your time wisely

Speak graciously
a) Prayer
Watchful . ..

Daniel 9:2-3 (ESV)

[2] in the first year of his reign, |, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the
word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem,
namely, seventy years. [3] Then | turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy
with fasting and sackcloth and ashes.

Note: Daniel is aware of the time, and He is aware of the condition of the people of God. He repents for
himself and on behalf of God’s people and their leaders (see next several verses).
Thankful . ..
Daniel 9:4 (ESV)
| prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who

keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments

Note: Daniel continues - to the Lord belong righteousness, mercy, forgiveness. He recalls rescue from Egypt.

Our Prayer should lead us to action - which is kingdom-focused and fueled by prayer!

b) Action - (Back to Paul’s point to the Colossians) After his call to steadfast prayer, Paul says . . .

« Speak the gospel clearly
+ Consider outsiders- use your time wisely

« Speak graciously

How this applies to politics . . .
« Our politics don’t need just to be shouted about on social media or kept only to the voting booth.
« We may at times be compelled to speak up or take action. How do we decide what to do and when?

« God initiated and directed (not shamed or manipulated into it by man, not motivated by anger or fear).




3) Decisions and Voting

So, how do we as Christians approach the election?

Consider the whole ballot Prayerfully - President, National, State, and Local level

Consider the Person and the Policies:

Person - Character & Competency

Policies - How do they align with the Full Gospel of Jesus?

Conclusion: Let’s pray for our country, and let’s participate in its improvement. but ultimately let’s remember
where our true hope is. Let’s pray and act for Jesus’ Kingdom to expand - That is our only true hope!

Seek 1st His Kingdom and righteousness - Pray. Live. Speak. Vote.



