“Mark Part 1 - Suddenly” (2-9-25)

Who is Mark?

+ “John Mark” lived in Jerusalem with his mother, Mary (Acts 12:12), a leader in the Jerusalem church

* Mark accompanied his cousin Barnabas (Col 4:10) and Paul in ministry (Acts 11:27-30, Acts 13:5)

+ He left them at Perga and returned home (Acts 13:13), which caused a division between Barnabas and Paul
+ This led to Barnabas taking Mark under his wing (Acts 15:36-41)

* However, before he died, Paul acknowledged Mark’s ministry and spoke highly of him (Col 4:10; 2Ti 4:11)

+ Peter called Mark “my son” (1Pe 5:13), which may indicate that Peter brought John Mark to faith in Christ.

+ Early Church Tradition “Peter’s interpreter.” Most believe Mark’s Gospel is written from Peter’s perspective.

Today: Series Introduction and the “Suddenly” of Mark’s Gospel

Main Text: Mark 1:1-13

Key Word: Immediately, or Suddenly (used as both an adverb and adjective). Shows up right away

Mark 1:1-3 (NKJV)

[1] The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. [2] As it is written in the Prophets: "Behold, |
send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you." [3] "The voice of one crying in
the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.'"

Note: “Straight” is the same word most often translated (Immediately or Suddenly)

Immediately (G2112 - adverb - 40x) / (G2117 - adjective - 3x) in ESV translated: “immediately” (most

common), “at once” (3x), “as soon as” (1x), and “so” (1x)

Meaning:

G2117 - Definition: Make the way straight & level, straight forward, upright, true, sincere, straightway,
immediately, forthwith

G2112 - Definition: straightway, immediately, forthwith, instantly, directly, at once

G2116 (not in Mark, but shares the same root) - to guide straight; to direct, guide, steer a ship

G2118 (not in Mark, used once in Hebrews, same root) - righteousness, uprightness, equity
The first time this word is used it is translated as “straight” in Mark 1:3

1st Appearance of a word is often important and sets a tone for its use or theme. In Mark’s Gospel, it first
appears describing Jesus’ arrival as the fulfillment of the “Prophets” (Malachi & Isaiah) . . .

Malachi 3:1-2 (ESV)

[1] “Behold, | send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming,
says the LORD of hosts. [2] But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap.

Note: Suddenly (Mal. 3:1) - literal: in the blink of an eye (a sudden opening and closing of the eye), suddenly,
surprisingly, suddenness. Suddenly, unexpectedly. It refers to things occurring all at once, surprisingly, all of a
sudden

The Lord will suddenly come as a fuller’s soap and a refiners fire (Malachi 3:2).



Isaiah 40:3-5 (ESV)

[3] A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for
our God. [4] Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall
become level, and the rough places a plain. [5] And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

Straight (vs.3) H3474 - A verb meaning to be straight, to be upright, to be smooth, to be pleasing. When it
means straight, it applies in a physical and an ethical sense as in straightforward.

Level (vs. 4) H4334 - A masculine noun meaning plain, evenness, straightness, righteousness, equity.
Evenness is the fundamental sense of this word. It denotes straight, as opposed to crooked

Summary of “Suddenly” (Immediately): Suddenly, unexpectedly, all at once, straightforward, making the
crooked straight, coming in righteousness

Jesus Arrives - Into the chaos and brokenness of our world, the long-promised Messiah suddenly appears.
Making the crooked straight, he comes with purpose to invade our brokenness and make things right!

He comes as a fuller’s soap and a refiners fire, as Malachi 3:2 says . ..

Story Continues . ..

Mark 1:4-8 (ESV)

[4] John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. [5] And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. [6] Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt
around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. [7] And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. [8] | have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Note: John is that voice preparing the way - repent and be baptized! And He makes it clear that he is
preparing the way for another who is coming that will baptize with the Holy Spirit!

1) Jesus’ Baptism - the fuller’s soap

Mark 1:9-11 (ESV)

[9] In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. [10] And
when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. [11] And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you | am
well pleased.”

Note: Immediately - The Spirit comes and a voice declares - “Beloved Son” and “well pleased”

Galatians 4:3-7 (ESV)

[3] In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.
[4] But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, [5] to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. [6] And because you are
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abbal! Father!” [7] So you are no longer a
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Note: Because of Jesus washing us, we too can receive the Holy Spirit, and our place as Sons & Daughters



2) Jesus’ Temptation - refiner’s fire

Mark 1:12-13 (ESV)
[12] The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. [13] And he was in the wilderness forty days,
being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.

Note: Immediately, the Spirit drives him to the wilderness - tempted and ministered to!

Jesus was baptized and tempted - this is how his ministry began, and it will define how he now
suddenly comes crashing into the people's lives bringing the Good News of the arrival of God’s Kingdom!

Romans 8:13-17 (ESV)

[13] For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. [14] For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. [15] For you did not receive
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we
cry, “Abbal! Father!” [16] The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, [17] and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we
may also be glorified with him.

Note: Notice the Holy Spirit’s role in our lives - to lead us and put to death our old, broken way of living. He is
refining us!

How do we primarily view the Holy Spirit’s role? As we will see in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus heals the sick, casts
out demons, and preaches in power and authority that changes lives. But the power and gifts of the spirit are
primarily for the purpose of setting people free and functioning as a refiner’s fire in our lives!

Conclusion: Jesus comes suddenly - moving with a focused purpose to straighten and heal what is crooked
and broken in our lives. He comes with Holy Spirit power to wash us like a fuller’s soap and refines us with
firel Will we respond immediately to his arrival and activity in our lives? Will we repent and receive forgiveness
and the spirit of adoption and yield to the refining work He wants to do in our lives?

Mark 1:14-15 (ESV)
[14] Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, [15] and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”



