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“A Life of Celebration” (9-15-24)


Today: BBQ & Baptisms - A Celebration of Lives committed to Christ

Our Text: Luke 15 - A picture of the Love of God and the Joy of His people when He redeems our lives! 

Luke 15:1-3 (ESV) 
(1) Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. (2) And the Pharisees and the 
scribes grumbled, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them." (3) So he told them this parable:


Notes: Jesus has both sinners & saints gathered around him, and so He tells this story . . . 

Pay attention to the audience – these are the people who surrounded Jesus. These are the people we have 
around us all the time. Jesus tells them 1 parable, about 4 lost things!


1) The Sheep 

Luke 15:4-7 (ESV) 
(4) "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 
the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? (5) And when he has found it, he lays it on 
his shoulders, rejoicing. (6) And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying 
to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' (7) Just so, I tell you, there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 


What does the Sheep Do: It gets Lost, wanders off, maybe it was left behind, distracted, etc. 


What does the Shepherd Do: Leaves the 99, carries it back (while rejoicing), calls friends & throws a party!


Application: You may not have even realized you need Christ, but you are wandering through life without the 
God who made you and loves you. Repent, acknowledge, and turn to God. Let him carry you back home. 


2) The Coin 

Luke 15:8-10 (ESV) 
(8) "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house 
and seek diligently until she finds it? (9) And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' (10) Just so, I tell you, there is 
joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 


What does the Coin Do: Nothing. It gets lost, but a coin can’t lose itself. It was misplaced. Who’s at fault?


What does the Woman Do: She gets a light, sweeps the house, carefully searches, & then throws a party!


Application: You may think you are not seen, not important, not valuable. You may have been forgotten or 
even mistreated by the very people who should care for you, maybe the church has hurt you. You are 
valuable, and Jesus will flip the house upside down to find you because He values you that much.  

3) The Younger Brother 

Luke 15:11-14 (ESV) 
(11) And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. (12) And the younger of them said to his father, 
'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.' And he divided his property between them. (13) 
Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living.  (14) And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in 
that country, and he began to be in need. 


After hearing the first 2 stories, what would you expect now? But the Father doesn’t go & drag him home. 
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Re-cap: vs. 15-19  
Hired worker caring for pigs, starving, comes up with a plan. 

Prepares a speech, & plans to work as one o this dad’s servants


Luke 15:20-24 (ESV) 
(20) And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. (21) And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' (22) But the father said to his 
servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 
(23) And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. (24) For this my son was dead, and is 
alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to celebrate. 


What does the Younger Son Do: Leaves, wishes his father dead, squanders the money, living w/pigs, he 
returns home


What does the Father Do: Watches, Waits, has Compassion, Runs, Embraces, Kisses, Clothes & Celebrates!


Application: Shame is powerful, it binds, it distorts, it lies. The truth is you can always come home. Not to an 
angry judgmental Father, not to earn your way back into good standing. You can just come home.  

4) The Elder Brother 

Luke 15:25-32 (ESV) 
(25) "Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 
dancing. (26) And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. (27) And he said to him, 
'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe 
and sound.' (28) But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, (29) but he 
answered his father, 'Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet 
you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. (30) But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!' (31) And he said 
to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. (32) It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, 
for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'" 


What does the Elder Son Do: Angry, Refused to join the party, justifies himself, distances himself from his 
Father & his Brother


What does the Father Do: Comes out to him, Pleads, Reminds him of his place in the family, and Invites him 
to join the celebration. 


Application: You can be near the Father, and yet your heart can be far from Him. You can be in church, and 
yet miss the heart of God entirely. A good older brother will become like His Father. 


Conclusion: Jesus’ story ends with a cliffhanger. It’s unresolved. Only 1 story is left unanswered. Don’t let 
that be your story.


John 1:10-12 (ESV) 
[10] He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. [11] He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. [12] But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God,
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Questions to Consider:  

• Who do you relate to and why? 

• Have you personally responded to the Love of God and allowed Him to bring you back home? 


• Do you find joy in being around others that Jesus has redeemed? 

• What about those still in process? 

• Do you lovingly & intentionally partner with Jesus to bring them home? 

• Do you celebrate their return?


• Do you have anyone in your life that might be represented by 1 of the 4 lost things? 

• How can you partner with Jesus to help bring them home?


