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Mark Part 9 - “The Raging Storm” (4-7-25)


Main Text: Mark 4:35-41 and Mark 5:1-20 (parallels: Matthew 8:23-34, Luke 8:22-39)


	 1) The Storm Without  

Mark 4:35-41 (ESV) 
[35] On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” [36] And 
leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. [37] 
And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 
[38] But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?” [39] And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 
And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. [40] He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you 
still no faith?” [41] And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey him?”


Notes: In the raging storm, Jesus was with them, but they didn’t truly understand who He was.  

• 4:35-36 - “just as he was” (see 4:1), he’d been in this boat teaching the crowd all day. 


• 4:37-38a - Jesus is sleeping through the chaos of the storm 


• 4:38b - Do you not care that we are perishing? - Disciples feel unseen and alone. Now they are desperate


• 4:39 - Jesus brings peace and a great calm


• 4:40-41 - Why are you afraid, still no faith? Now they have great fear of Him! (Who is this?)


2) The Storm Within  

Mark 5:1-2 (ESV) 
[1] They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. [2] And when Jesus had stepped 
out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 


Note: Jesus steps out of one storm right into another! 


Mark 5:3-5 (ESV) 
[3] He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, [4] for he had often 
been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in 
pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. [5] Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains, he 
was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 


Note: Don’t minimize the presence or the power of evil. This story, challenges us by putting a clear focus 
on the presence of evil, and the reality of the supernatural. This is unusual to present-day readers - many are 
uncomfortable or unfamiliar with the supernatural.


	 Michael Scott - “I’m not superstitious, I’m just a little-stitious”


Our Present Reality: The presence of evil, and the grip of spiritual struggles and bondage is just as real today 


• Addictions (Alcohol, Drugs, Pornography)  - Alcohol is even referred to as “spirits”


• Mental Health crisis (Bipolar, schizophrenia, suicidal depression) 


• Abusive Behavior (Inhuman behavior towards one another - often repeated later by the victims) 


• Identity Crisis (We aren’t at peace with ourselves and comfortable in our own skin) 

• In the story, notice the confusion - “he” and “they” speak with interchangeable voices
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Mark 5:6-8 (ESV) 
[6] And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. [7] And crying out with a loud voice, he 
said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment 
me.” [8] For Jesus was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 


Note: Notice he is both drawn to Jesus and yet afraid. In this confusing battle raging inside, even hope can 
seem scary - will Jesus really be able to set me free? 


Mark 5:9-10 (ESV) 
[9] And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” [10] And 
he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 


Note: The demonic storm is begging Jesus. We must get this truth in us. For all the power of both natural and 
supernatural forces, they all bow the knee to King Jesus!  

Mark 5:11-13 (ESV) 
[11] Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, [12] and they begged him, saying, “Send us to 
the pigs; let us enter them.” [13] So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered 
the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and 
drowned in the sea. 


Note: Why did Jesus allow the demons to enter the pigs?


Dr. David McKenna - “The devil is never content until he has destroyed the last vestige of the image of God 
in the human personality.”


	 Jesus put it this way . . .  

John 10:10a (ESV) - “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.”


The presence and power of evil is real, so the problem must be addressed, but . . .


In all of our progress, we still fail for the same basic reason as the people in this story. 


	 Don’t trust in natural solutions to supernatural problems  

• The other people present in this story had a total inability to address the ROOT problem!


• If we aren’t honest with ourselves about the real problem, then the solution will always evade us!


	 Acknowledging the Real Problem can help us to look for the Real Solution. 


• The power of the demons is revealed in the damage to this man and the destruction of the pigs. 


• The power of Jesus is revealed in the healing of this man and the submissiveness of the spirits to His will. 


Mark 5:14-17 (ESV) 
[14] The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had 
happened. [15] And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the 
legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. [16] And those who had seen it 
described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. [17] And they began to 
beg Jesus to depart from their region. 


Note: This is the heartbreaking reality - In our fear, we miss the power of Grace to heal. No wonder the 
demons wanted to stay in that region. They were allowed to be there, because the cost of their removal was 
too great.  
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Mark 5:18-20 (ESV) 
[18] As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he 
might be with him. [19] And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how 
much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” [20] And he went away and began to 
proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.


Note: Healed man, stay and tell his story throughout the region, that the storms of others may be calmed too. 


3) The Storm of Fear  

Fear of False Hope 
• Jesus’ disciples in the boat

• The tormented man, when he comes before Jesus, is uncertain but trying to be hopeful


Fear of God (not the healthy kind - He’s unknown, so I’m uncertain) 
• The People who saw the demoniac healed begged Jesus to leave

• Even the Disciples, after Jesus calms the storm, are questioning - who is this? 


Fear of the Cost of Freedom  
• The people in the region of the tormented man weren’t willing to pay the cost of freedom 


• Fear of Change 
• The people didn’t respond with joy or relief when they saw this man healed


• They were afraid of what this might mean, a power they couldn’t understand or control 

• How many people remain stuck in bondage because they can’t face the unknown of change?


We’d rather live with the demons we are comfortable with than grapple with what change may bring.


• Fear of Loss 
• More concerned about the loss of pigs (income), than the healing of people! 

• How many more pigs are we gonna have to lose before everyone is healed? 


We are too afraid of what we might lose that we lose sight of what we might gain!


Throughout this passage, there is only one person with no fear . . .  
Jesus - calm, at ease, facing the storms head-on. Everyone in the story is in chaos, but Jesus is at ease. 


Conclusion: So what conquers the Storms that rage: around me, inside of me, and the fear that cripples me? 


We must see Jesus for who He really is - His Power, His Presence, and His Grace that is available for me . . . 


Mark 5:1-2, 6 (ESV) 
(1) They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. (2) And when Jesus had stepped 
out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. . . (6) And when he 
saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him.


Note: I believe he saw Jesus calm the storm, and the same power that scared the disciples looked an awful 
lot like hope to this man! 


If this story (and the Jesus of the gospels) seems distant to you . . . Look Again!

Run towards hope, because the power and presence of Grace is near, and Jesus is standing on your shore! 


