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“1st John Part 6 - Abide in Truth” (5-26-24)


Living in the Light


Review: Generational & Spiritual support is essential, beware of the pull from the world (eyes, flesh, pride)


Today (Main Text: 1st John 2:18-29) 
1 John 2:18-29 (ESV) 
(18) Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have 
come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. (19) They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that 
they all are not of us. (20) But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 

(21) I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of 
the truth. (22) Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies 
the Father and the Son. (23) No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the 
Father also. (24) Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning 
abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. (25) And this is the promise that he made 
to us—eternal life. (26) I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. (27) But the 
anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But 
as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in 
him. (28) And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not 
shrink from him in shame at his coming. (29) If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone 
who practices righteousness has been born of him. 

Let’s explore these verses . . .  

1 John 2:18 (ESV) 
Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have 
come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour.


Note: Antichrist: anti - instead of or against / Christ - anointed (Jesus is the Christ or Messiah) (G500)


Anti-Christ - literally an opposer of Christ or one who usurps the place of Christ, found only in John's epistles 
and collectively meaning all who deny that Jesus is the Messiah and that the Messiah is come in the flesh.


Pseudo-Christ (pseudochristos - G5580) / False-Christs or False Prophets


Anti & False (pseudo) Christs - oppose Christ or pretend to be in the place of Christ. 


The final antichrist will also be a pseudo-christ as well. He will try to take up Christ's offices, presenting 
himself to the world as the true center of its hopes, the satisfier of all its needs, and the healer of all its ills. He 
will be a pseudo-christ and anti-christ in one.


	 Other Variations in NT referring to the same person, persons, and spirit . . . 


“Man of Lawlessness” - 2 Thess. 2:1-12 Paul warns about the same person (uses several other phrases)


“The Beast” - Revelation 13 The Beast, the second Beast, and the Dragon (empowers them)


	 Notes on the Imagery in Revelation 13 of the Anti-Christ: The Beast (Antichrist), and the Dragon 	 	
	 (Satan) that gave him power, and the 2nd Beast that did signs and caused people to worship the 1st 	 	
	 Beast. See Daniel 7 as an important connection and explanation of this. Some differing opinions on 	 	
	 the 1st beast - is it a government or a person, is it a combo of the two? First Beast - False Christ / 	 	
	 Second Beast - False Prophet working with and supporting the first Beast. This imagery shows the 	 	
	 power and authority they wield, and the world falling into submission and worship. 


“Deceivers” - 1 Timothy 4:1 (false teachers influenced by “seducing” spirits), 2 John 1:7 deceivers, anti-christ
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1 John 2:19 (ESV) 
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. 
But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.


Note: “Out from us” - these are False Teachers from among the church. There are lots of warnings in scripture 
about False teachers from Jesus, Paul, Peter, and John (here in this letter). Much of the New Testament is 
written to help guard against False Teaching! 


	 (See: Matt. 7:15-23, 2 Cor. 11:13-15, 1 Tim. 1:7, 1 Tim. 4:1-2, 1 Tim 6:3-5, 2 Tim. 4:3-4, 2 Peter 2:1)


Identify then separate from False Doctrine & Teachers! - Watch Out, Call Out, then Keep Out


*Note the difference between Core Doctrine issues / Secondary non-essentials / Relational issues 

	 Extra Study: “Love & Hate” (summer of 2017): Parts 7-8 (relational issues) 9-10 (doctrinal issues) 


1 John 2:20-21 (ESV) 
(20) But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. (21) I write to you, not 
because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth.


Note: We don’t need to fear. We need to hold onto the truth we have. We’ll be able to spot the lie, when we 
are well acquainted with the truth! (John picks up on this again in vs. 26-27)


(vs. 20) We have the Spirit . . . 


2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (ESV) 
(21) And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, (22) and who has also put his 
seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.


John 14:26 (ESV) 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said to you.


(vs. 21) We have The Truth . . .  


Scripture teaches & protects us! Just as John writes to remind and reveal deception so we encourage each 
other with truth (teaching sound doctrine) and point out specifics that don’t line up. You know the truth, now 
look at this thing being taught - does that line up with the truth we know? 


*Because we have the Holy Spirit and the Word of Truth - we can avoid error by testing the spirits (1 John 4)


1 John 2:22-23 (ESV) 
(22) Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father 
and the Son. (23) No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.


Note: The core essence of antichrist and false teaching - twists or denies who Jesus is! 


The Doctrine of the Trinity is essential - Father, Son, & Holy Spirit (co-equal, co-eternal) and all other 
attributes of God in them (Love is His very nature) All-Knowing, All-Powerful, etc. 


Understanding the fullness of who Christ is and what he has done is essential - Fully God & Fully Man, 
Born of a Virgin, Sinless Life, Died a real death on the cross (his death is the atoning sacrifice), Resurrected 
from the Dead. 


Example: Both Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons don’t believe Jesus is part of the Trinity in the same sense 
that we do. We believe that the Father-Son-Holy Spirit are co-equal, co-eternal, and uncreated! 
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*Eternal (in referring to the Triune God) means: always has been and always will be (no beginning & no end). 
Yes, people are eternal too, but only in the sense of always will be, not in the sense of always have been (we 
had a beginning, but will have no end). 


1 John 2:24-25 (ESV) 
(24) Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, 
then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. (25) And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal 
life.


Note: Abide, be at home in truth, this is our daily practice - Don’t lay aside truth (always stay in the Word!) 


*Common trend - those who are falling away or deconstructing will always stop reading their Bible and 
abiding in their relationship with Christ. 


*When studying/reading/listening to teachers - always compare to scripture. does this line up? Is this aligned 
with biblical and historical Christianity?


1 John 2:26-27 (ESV) 
(26) I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. (27) But the anointing that you 
received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing 
teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.


Note: Watch out for people drawing you in to be “their” students. We are students of and followers of Christ. 


Even those who operate as teachers should be equipping us to develop our own study habits and 
understanding. 


We have the Word and the Spirit!  

Conclusion . . .  

1 John 2:28-29 (ESV) 
(28) And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink 
from him in shame at his coming. (29) If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who 
practices righteousness has been born of him.


Note: When we Abide in Him, His Word works into our lives and we become more and more like Him. 


Not an anti-Christ or a false-Christ, but Christians (Christ-like followers, the children of God). 



