Easter Sunday - “Resurrection Life” (4-20-25)

Introduction

After the arrest, trial, and torture of Jesus, they led him away to be crucified, the only innocent man in human
history to die a criminal’s death.

The following Reading is taken from all 4 Gospel accounts of the death of Jesus

Jesus’ Death

“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And the curtain of
the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands | commit
my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that
in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Matthew 27:45-46, Luke
23:45-46, Mark 15:39)

Jesus’ Burial

“So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the
Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no
one had yet been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. The women who had
come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then they returned and
prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. (John 19:40-41,
Luke 23:54-56)

Jesus’ Resurrection

“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared.
And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And
as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee,
that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.”
(Luke 24:1-7)

Let’s Pray
What might we expect next? The Revenge or the Reckoning (Gladiator, Count of Monte Cristo, etc.)
Jesus’ actual purpose - Not Revenge, but Forgiveness

The Last Supper. ..
Matthew 26:26-28 (ESV)
[26] Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and
said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” [27] And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink of it, all of you, [28] for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.
Note: Forgiveness was the point of the cross

Onthe Cross . ..
Luke 23:33-34 (ESV)
[33] And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one
on his right and one on his left. [34] And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

And they cast lots to divide his garments.

Note: Jesus forgave even his killers, from the cross



Jesus' Resurrection . . .

Luke 24:36-43 (ESV)

[36] As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to
you!” [37] But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. [38] And he said to them, “Why
are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? [39] See my hands and my feet, that it is | myself.
Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” [40] And when he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. [41] And while they still disbelieved for joy and were
marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” [42] They gave him a piece of broiled fish, [43]
and he took it and ate before them.

Note: Jesus reveals himself to his disciples, risen - not a ghost, but tangible, with the scars, yet fully alive.

Luke 24:44-49 (ESV)

[44] Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you, that everything
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” [45] Then he
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, [46] and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, [47] and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. [48] You are witnesses of these
things. [49] And behold, | am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high.”

Note: Forgiveness was the point of the cross, and was now the mandate of the resurrection
After Jesus’ resurrection, he forgave and restored Peter, who had denied him.
*Jesus to Peter - Do you love me? Follow me, and feed my sheep. (From John 21:15-19)
Peter - just a few weeks later, in Jerusalem, after a man, lame from birth, is healed, speaks to those
who had killed Jesus . . .

Acts 3:12-20 (ESV)

[12] “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or
piety we have made him walk? [13] The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of
our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when
he had decided to release him. [14] But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to
be granted to you, [15] and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are
witnesses. [16] And his name—Dby faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and
the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. [17] “And now,
brothers, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. [18] But what God foretold by the mouth
of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. [19] Repent therefore, and turn back, that your
sins may be blotted out, [20] that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he
may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus,

Note: This is what is available to us; it comes at the greatest cost. This is the true power of resurrection life!

Revival in the Church?
Not through great displays of power, or compelling speeches of men. It’s through the love of God to extend
mercy to a broken, selfish, compromising people, and their willingness to repent and receive forgiveness.

Meaningful Change in the World?

Doesn’t come through good deeds or strategic plans, political ideologies or catchy slogans. This broken
world needs to be rescued, and Jesus is doing just that. He’ll rescue us one life at a time, as we repent and
are forgiven.

Asking for forgiveness and choosing to forgive allows for resurrection life to do it’s work.



Conclusion: The Garden of Grace

It is no coincidence that what was broken in a garden - where man threw off the rule of God and the life-
giving love relationship that we were made for.

Was then repaired in a garden, where they laid Jesus’ body in a new tomb, and on the 3rd day, He rose from
the grave, not to take revenge, but to extend resurrection life through the power of His forgiveness.

Jesus’ Forgiveness allows for New Life - for our broken lives, our broken relationships, our broken world!



