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Mark Part 29 - “Hail, King of the Jews” (11-9-25)


Main Text: Mark chapter 15 (parallels: Matthew chapter 27, Luke chapter 23, John chapters 18-19)


Introduction: Jesus’ trial before the chief priests has ended. He has been betrayed, denied, and abandoned.  

1) Jesus brought to Pilate  

Mark 15:1-5 (ESV) 
[1] And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the 
whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate. [2] And Pilate asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” [3] And the chief priests 
accused him of many things. [4] And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many 
charges they bring against you.” [5] But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.


Note: Jesus doesn’t defend himself, he’s on trial in our place. 
• King of the Jews: Used at his crucifixion and 1 other time, when the Magi come seeking him after his birth. 

• Pilate: amazed - to admire, be filled with wonder, or astonishment.  

2) Jesus delivered to be crucified 

Mark 15:6-8 (ESV) 
[6] Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. [7] And among the rebels 
in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. [8] And the crowd 
came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them.


Note: A political practice to appease the people. Pilate seizes on this opportunity, to get out of this situation. 


Mark 15:9-11 (ESV) 
[9] And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” [10] For he 
perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up. [11] But the chief priests stirred 
up the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas instead.


Note: He sees the real reason the chief priests want Jesus killed. So he appeals to the crowd. 


Mark 15:12-15 (ESV) 
[12] And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” [13] And 
they cried out again, “Crucify him.” [14] And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they 
shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” [15] So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, 
and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.


Note: Wishing to satisfy the crowd, he releases an insurrectionist & murderer, & condemns an innocent man. 

• Barabbas - Son of Abba (Father). The guilty son of the father is pardoned because Jesus dies in his place.  
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3) Jesus mocked and beaten by the soldiers  

Mark 15:16-20 (ESV) 
[16] And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and they called 
together the whole battalion. [17] And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of 
thorns, they put it on him. [18] And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” [19] And they were 
striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. [20] And when they 
had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out 
to crucify him.


Note: Things done to Jesus . . . bound, led (like a lamb to slaughter), delivered (to Pilate), accused, scourged, 
clothed in purple robe, crowned with thorns, mocked: (saluted, struck, spit upon, kneeling in fake homage), 
stripped, crucified, derided, reviled


4) Jesus is crucified   

Mark 15:21 (ESV) 
And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.


Note: Simon of Cyrene - Mark describes him as the father of Alexander and Rufus, perhaps, because this 
was the Rufus, known to the Roman Christians, Rom 16:13.  

Mark 15:22-27 (ESV) 
[22] And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). [23] And they offered 
him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. [24] And they crucified him and divided his garments 
among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. [25] And it was the third hour when they 
crucified him. [26] And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” [27] And with 
him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left.


Mark 15:28 (NKJV) 
So the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND HE WAS NUMBERED WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS."


Note: Jesus is crucified at the 3rd Hour (9am). His official charge - King of the Jews. He died rejected by his 
own, surrounded by criminals. 


Mark 15:29-32 (ESV) 
[29] And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy 
the temple and rebuild it in three days, [30] save yourself, and come down from the cross!” [31] So also the 
chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
[32] Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe.” Those 
who were crucified with him also reviled him.


Note: He is mocked even in death, by the religious leaders, and the criminals dying with him. 


5) The death of Jesus 

Mark 15:33-34 (ESV) 
[33] And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. [34] And 
at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”


Note: Jesus cries out and quotes Psalm 22 - written by King David 1,000 years prior . . . 
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Psalms 22:1, 7-8, 16-18 (ESV) 
[1] To the choirmaster: according to The Doe of the Dawn. A Psalm of David. My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? . . . [7] All who see me 
mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; [8] “He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let 
him rescue him, for he delights in him!” . . . [16] For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles 
me; they have pierced my hands and feet— [17] I can count all my bones— they stare and gloat over me; [18] 
they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.


Note: With striking precision the death of Jesus is described a 1,000 years before the cross! 


Mark 15:35-39 (ESV) 
[35] And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” [36] And someone ran and filled 
a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah 
will come to take him down.” [37] And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. [38] And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. [39] And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that 
in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”


Note: Curtain of the temple torn in two - the dividing wall between the people and the mercy seat. Roman 
Centurion observes Jesus and considers - He was the Son of God. 


6) The burial of Jesus - the faithful tend to him 

Mark 15:40-41 (ESV) 
[40] There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. [41] When he was in Galilee, they followed him and 
ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem.


Note: The women who followed him (as disciples follow), and ministered to him (serve, minister, deacon).  

Mark 15:42-47 (ESV) 
[42] And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, [43] 
Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom of 
God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. [44] Pilate was surprised to hear that 
he should have already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. [45] 
And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. [46] And Joseph 
bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had 
been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. [47] Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.


Note: Joseph of Arimathea (took courage & asked for the body of Jesus). Asked: request, beg. The seeking 
by the inferior from the superior: by a beggar from the giver; by the child from the parent; by man from God. 

Conclusion: 3 Responses . . .  
• Pilate was amazed, but ultimately feared the people more than God (vs. 5 and 15)

• Roman Centurion observed and acknowledged Jesus was “Son of God” / no evidence of faith. (vs. 39) 

• Joseph of Arimathea took courage and received the body of Jesus (vs. 43)



