Mark Part 3 - “With Authority” (2-23-25)
Main Text: Mark 1:21-45
1) Jesus teaches in the Synagogue and casts out a demon

Mark 1:21-22 (ESV)

[21] And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was
teaching. [22] And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not
as the scribes.

Note: Jesus spoke with real power and authority.

Mark 1:23-26 (ESV)

[23] And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, [24] “What
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are—the Holy One
of God.” [25] But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” [26] And the unclean spirit,
convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him.

Note: Immediately Kingdom Power is on display, and it clashes with the opposing authority!

*This is the 1st of 4 specific stories in Mark of Jesus delivering people from demons. Mark also notes in
several places that this was a common occurrence in Jesus' ministry and the ministry of His disciples.

Notice the term: “unclean” spirit. Unclean is something that God’s people are not to touch or even go near!

« The Unclean Spirit - knows exactly who Jesus is and that they are in direct opposition to each other
« Jesus - no negotiation, just total authority - be silent and be gone

« Result - The spirit is very demonstrative but forced to leave

If God himself is on the scene, this is exactly what we should expect. Full power and authority are on display!

“Have you come to destroy us?” (vs 24) - this is how a devil thinks!

John 10:10 (ESV)
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

Note: One of Satan’s names - “Destroyer” (Rev 9:11)
1 John 3:8 (ESV)
[8] ... The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.

Note: Destroy (a different Greek word) - means to untangle, unwind, or loose

* In Luke’s gospel just before this incident, Jesus is preaching from Isa. 61 in his hometown of Nazareth . . .

Luke 4:18-19 (ESV)

[18] “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who
are oppressed, [19] to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

Note: This is what Jesus came to do - bring Good News, and to heal and set people free. Where the Devil
would destroy, Jesus comes to bring abundant life!



Mark 1:27-28 (ESV)

[27] And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” [28] And at once his
fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.

Note: The Good News spread as the Kingdom of God (Jesus' rule and authority) became known.
Notice that while the good news spread - there was also questioning and uncertainty . . .

Are we ready for His Kingdom to conquer all others? Are we ready for Jesus' words and deeds to reveal other
powers and authorities in our lives that are broken, wrong, and destructive?

Will we allow Jesus to contradict us and reveal places where we are stuck or enslaved to the broken and
unclean “spirits” of this age?

2) Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law

Mark 1:29-31 (ESV)

[29] And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. [30] Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. [31] And he
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

Note: Next Jesus heals a woman with an iliness and fever. He restores her to full health and she is able to
welcome and serve those in her home. He has power over spiritual forces, and also sickness of the body.

+ No problem is too big or too small (trivial)

+ He restores us, and we return to serving with purpose
» The news of this sort of power and care spread - Jesus made time all evening to heal (1:32-34)

3) Jesus - His source of power, and his purpose in ministry

Mark 1:35-39 (ESV)

[35] And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place,
and there he prayed. [36] And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, [37] and they found him
and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” [38] And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that
I may preach there also, for that is why | came out.” [39] And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their
synagogues and casting out demons.

Note: Jesus’ ministry finds its source in prayer - it is important to Him to get away to be with the Father.

Jesus’ approach to ministry - He didn’t just gather people to himself to build a following, but He went out to
spread the Good News in both word and power.



3) Jesus heals the leper

Mark 1:40-42 (ESV)

[40] And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make me clean.”
[41] Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” [42] And
immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean.

Note: Leprosy - a disease that made you unclean, you were to be isolated, and untouched. It was often

considered to be your fault in some way (viewed as punishment from God). The only source of healing was
considered to be supernatural.

- Jesus touched Him! This is almost as shocking as the healing itself!

Conclusion: Jesus’ Kingdom comes in power, for all who are broken, bringing real healing and freedom!

Let’s consider Jesus in these 3 stories:

1) Jesus is not intimidated or overwhelmed by the unclean spirit. He doesn’t judge or condemn the man who
has become possessed but frees him from his bondage.

2) Jesus enters the home of a beloved friend, brings healing, and restores strength and purpose to the sick
woman. No problem is too small for him. He sees and cares.

3) Jesus will go to the most rejected, unlovable, and untouchable outsider. He is moved with pity and touches
the “unclean” man with leprosy, bringing Healing and wholeness - restoring not just his health but his place in
society.



