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Mark Part 21 - “True Glory” (9-14-25)


Main Text: Mark 10:32-45 (parallels: Matthew 20:17-28, Luke 18:31-34)


*Note for Context: Mark 10:1-12 (Jesus teaches on divorce) / Mark 10:13-16 (Jesus blesses children) / Last 
Sunday’s focus: Mark 10: 17-31 (The rich young ruler)


Today: The Road to Jerusalem  

1) Jesus speaks of his coming Death (3rd time)  

Mark 10:32 (ESV) 
[32] And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were 
amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to 
happen to him,


Note: Amazed and Afraid - there is a sense of awe and fear among the disciples as they approach Jerusalem. 
They know the atmosphere and they’ve heard Jesus talk about what’s coming. 


Mark 10:33-34 (ESV) 
[33] saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests 
and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. [34] And they will 
mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”


Note: 3rd time Jesus is preparing them for what’s coming, by discussing His arrest, suffering, and death . . . 


• 1st time - Peter rebukes Jesus (Mark 8:31-32)

• 2nd time - The begin to discuss who is the greatest (Mark 9:30-34)

• How will they react this 3rd time? 


2) James and John’s request  

Mark 10:35-37 (ESV) 
[35] And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do 
for us whatever we ask of you.” [36] And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” [37] And 
they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”


Note: Now, the brothers James and John* want the right and left hand seats in His Glory

	 *Matthew adds the detail that their mother (Salome) came with them and made the request 


The Desire for Glory: We want assurances, we want to know what’s in it for me, we have this deep sense 
that if we are living right, doing right, then there is something owed to us that’s coming. When it doesn’t, when 
life disappoints us or is cut short, we feel deeply aggrieved, as if an injustice has happened. 


Mark 10:38-40 (ESV) 
[38] Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or 
to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” [39] And they said to him, “We are able.” And 
Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you 
will be baptized, [40] but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it 
has been prepared.”


Note: You don’t know what you are asking. God assigns the places of glory. Here is what His glory looks like: 
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	 The glory of Jesus is . . .  
Hebrews 2:9-10 (ESV)

[9] But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory 
and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
[10] For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should 
make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.


	 Salome . . .

Mark 15:40-41 (ESV) 
[40] There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. [41] When he was in Galilee, they followed him and 
ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem.


Mark 16:1 (ESV)

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that 
they might go and anoint him.


	 James . . . 

Acts 12:1-3 (ESV) 
[1] About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. [2] He killed 
James the brother of John with the sword, [3] and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 
arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread.


	 John . . . 

Revelation 1:9 (ESV) 
I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in 
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.


What’s in store for us as followers of Jesus? Pick up your cross, and follow Him. 


3) The Truly Great 

Mark 10:41 (ESV) 
And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John.


Note: The disciples weren’t mad at the content of the request, but that James and John beat them to it! 


Mark 10:42-45 (ESV) 
[42] And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. [43] But it shall not be so among 
you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, [44] and whoever would be first among 
you must be slave of all. [45] For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”


Note: The truly great are not those with power and control, but those who like Jesus, are the servant of all.  

Servant (deacon, minister): run errands, attendant, waiter. one who executes the commands of another 
	 	 a) the servant of a king 

	 	 b) a waiter, one who serves food and drink


Slave (bond-servant): Generally one serving, bound to serve, in bondage. Either voluntary or involuntary. 

	 a) metaphorically, one who gives himself up to another’s will

	 b) devoted to another to the disregard of one’s own interests
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Ransom: the price for redeeming 

	 a) paid for slaves, captives 

	 b) for the ransom of life 

	 c) to liberate many from misery and the penalty of their sins


Conclusion: Jesus was the ultimate suffering servant, the bond-servant, who gave his life as a ransom for 
many. Now as his followers we are called to serve like Him . . .  

Philippians 2:5-11 
[5] Have this mind among yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, [6] who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, [7] but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. [8] And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. [9] Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, [10] so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.


Sermon Description: 

As Jesus is making his final approach to Jerusalem, He engages in some important conversation with his 
disciples. He prepares them with full transparency of his coming arrest, suffering, his death on the cross, and 
ultimately his resurrection. This sparks several conversations with the disciples regarding their own coming 
persecution, for some their martyrdom, and the need for patient endurance among his followers. Jesus 
reminds them that in His Kingdom, there is no grasping for power and control. Just as Jesus lays down his life 
for many as the servant of all, His followers are also called to lay down the pursuit of power and control and 
live as his bond-servants here on earth.  

LG Questions:  

1) What did the Holy Spirit highlight to you from this week’s passage in Mark, or from sermon? 


2) Take a few moments to reflect and consider both: Jesus’ words to James and John (see Mark 10:35-40), 
and their future suffering: James was martyred (Acts 12:2), John endured into old age as many he loved 
were killed, and he was imprisoned for his faith in Jesus (Revelation 1:9). What does this teach us as 
followers of Jesus about the challenges we too may face as we walk out our faith journey with him? 


3) Jesus then calls all of his disciples to reject the way of the world (grasping for power and control), and 
embrace a different way of life by allowing him to be King and choosing to live as his servants (Mark 
10:42-45). How does this challenge you? Is there something specific in your life right now that the Holy 
Spirit might be showing you that you need to lay down control, and take the posture instead as a servant? 
What steps can you take to do that?  


4) Finally, we see the ongoing need as followers of Jesus to be able to endure the challenges we face along 
the way. Read again John’s words in Revelation 1:9. We are apart of this same brotherhood that faces 
persecution and is called to endure. How can we find hope in the midst of suffering? How can we 
encourage one another along the way? 


