City of God Part 2 - “The People God Restores” (4-19-26)
1) Series - Title Slide
2) Series Review - last week and share context
3) God’s Restoration is Personal

Ezra 2:1-2

Now these were the people of the province who came up out of the captivity of those
exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried captive to Babylonia.
They returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own town. They came with
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai,
Rehum, and Baanah.

The Children of Israel
Ezra 2:2b-35
The number of the men of the people of Israel ...

People’s Temple Roles
Ezra 2:36-58
Priests, Levites, Singers, Temple Servants, Servants of Solomon...

Unknown Peoples
Ezra 2:59-63
Urim and Thummim (Light and Perfection)

Ezra 2:64-67

The whole assembly together was 42,360, besides their male and female servants, of
whom there were 7,337, and they had 200 male and female singers. Their horses were
736, their mules were 245, their camels were 435, and their donkeys were 6,720.

Jeremiah 29:4-7

“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom | have sent into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat
their produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and
give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there,
and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile,
and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”

Jeremiah 29:10-14

“For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, | will visit
you, and | will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For | know the
plans | have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will hear
you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. | will be found
by you, declares the LORD, and | will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the
nations and all the places where | have driven you, declares the LORD, and | will bring
you back to the place from which | sent you into exile.



4) God’s Restoration Can Be Painful

Jeremiah 29:4-7

“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom | have sent into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat
their produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and
give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there,
and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile,
and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”

Jeremiah 29:10-14

“For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, | will visit
you, and | will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For | know the
plans | have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will hear
you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. | will be found
by you, declares the LORD, and | will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the
nations and all the places where | have driven you, declares the LORD, and | will bring
you back to the place from which | sent you into exile.

5) God’s Restoration is Always Purposeful

Ezra 2:68-70

Some of the heads of families, when they came to the house of the LORD that is in
Jerusalem, made freewill offerings for the house of God, to erect it on its site. According
to their ability they gave to the treasury of the work 61,000 darics of gold, 5,000 minas
of silver, and 100 priests’ garments.

Now the priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the
temple servants lived in their towns, and all the rest of Israel in their towns.

1 Peter 1:17-21

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds,
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable
things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb
without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was
made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are
in God.



